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" The Duke's Motto " (so the English version by John Brougham was called) "struck ile " immediately, and was played to crowded houses for the entire season.
For a considerable period Phelps' name was conspicuously underlined in the Lyceum playbills.
Of course no manager could be expected to withdraw a piece which was filling his coffers nightly; the position was, nevertheless, so mortifying to the English tragedian's amour propre, and so injurious to his reputation, that he desired to be released from his engagement. Fechter was, however, master of the situation, and, as he paid Phelps' salary regularly, he held him to his bond.
Montgomery was similarly situated, and chafed at the chain which bound him.
The Frenchman had an unfortunate knack of scratching everybody the wrong way. N"o man made friends with greater ease, or lost them with greater facility. One of the first fruits of his uncertain temper was a row with George Vining, his stage-manager, who left him and went into management on his own account at the Princess's, where he became a most dangerous rival. Montgomery, impatient at being debarred an appearance, also threw up his engagement, and joined Yiuing, whereupon Fechter sought to obtain an injunction to wig-blocks, not fit to boed to on joy it, at a period oi: life long antecedent to that at which Phelps, afteroan labours had ho not Uusbandocmoments our grief is caused for tho loss of joys in futurity. Wo neither think of tho past nor tho present, but only bewail what might have beon.
